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The reorganization of the Czechoslovak army, which is being 
fashioned after the Soviet pattern, was and still is 
accompanied by extensive purges in the military and has 
resulted in a critical shortage of politic lly reliable 
cadres of regular army officers. In order . o build up tie 
number of officer personnel as quickly as possible, the CSR 
regime has established special abort-tern officer replace- 
ment ccnrsos for youth throughout the country. The graduates 
of these courses or schools, which are known as SDD (Skola 
Dustcjnickeho Dorcstu - Officers' School for Youth) are 
eligible for further military training in the regular 
officers' school. 

SDD accepts youths between 17 and 20 years of age; the most 
important prerequisite for candidacy is political reliability. 
A candidate must be "socialistically minded", preferably the 
3 on of a Communist Party member, or be must prove hi3 origin 
Iran the working clas3 and the socialistic lenning3 of his 
parents. An applicant whoso : a rents were formerly well-to-do 

and religiously inclined would be a rar e exception to be 

considered as a prospective candidate. | 1 

attended one of the meetings of the 3 CM (.Czechoslovak Youth. 
Association) at the Zilina QM School, I heard the statement 
that 20' J, of the candidates accepted for the SDD throughout 
the C3R are members of the Communist Party. Dost of the 
candidates were those who were given a chance to become 
party members prior to May 1?I|C when membership was wide open 
to. youths, even those only V? yearn of age. About 70)2 of the 
candidates were members of the &CM (Svas Ceskoslovcnoke , r 
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become members of MM mi'tos t!,e!v . S"'? 0 „ e ,ci Vl 
Previous education required of an SDD eandidu-e v^Kr gr ./i 
and depends on hla political reliability, Cj.au a origin, and 
abilities 9 In general, che candidates are graduates of 
schools equivalent to the US junior high school. About lO# 
of the candidates are graduates of elementary schools plu 
some trade school education. 

The length of the S)>0 course la equivalent toone^yearof 
military service and Is credited as such. The school year 
begins on 1 September ond. ends between 20 and J5 August 
following year, v/1 th a short vacation period sometime during 

the year, 

year Lam tS:/ploce In 'late February and the final exam on 
nr about 20 August. These examinations are more or less of a P e ^“ 
functory nature since the students are graded daily eves on 

Se C merIt n of a very brief Question and answer so that the 
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instructor is 
stantly witho- 
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in a position to evaluate each student con- 
nefit of an examination. 
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Prior to Am'Utst J%1 the graduates of SDD were merely oon- 

bT'ls of inwfi OS?* 1 5r^aduatea we^fappointert^CO^ to 
S5; pursue 

As NC03 the SDD rroduates are assigned to different mill . J 

nhvs?cll 3 fitnSif %'Tllr Porce^chooSf f or" which candidates 
Sunfbf ofuwnLstiinable political reliability, in excellent 

ZSStK a^veh t^seven^per^cent^o^those 
SSdS^*Xo“2a’“»»«»«* edition who 
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either at the mdd-Um or final exam* nations A student 
wio 1 A found to to ii eligible for furvher study after 
ellhel examination, is obliged to Join the £my and serve 
an additional period of time in order to co^lete ^ 

reaulred terra of two years of service . _ If sue 
is^of draft age . be Is required to join an assignee unit 
without delay' if he ia less than 20 years of age, _ 

Sill alven t>r- alternatives of voluntarily serving the 
Seat of Ms So- far term of service, or being dismissed and 

3 s’iblS 

haa elected to be discharged and await- his call to eerviv-o, 
nroviding that he Is honorably discharged from SDD and his 
JXItiSf reliability la sound he returns to his civilian 
occupation and his future- remains unlmpcrilled . If “ - ■ ■ 

student is discharged for political unreliability ho. • - , 

tSSLiLS may gravely affect his^lvilian statxos ru«, 

1b, if hla political miod:moanor is iound to be of ligh, 

degree, the political auction ox the school would inva^ah.y 
decide that the candidate could not be a fully r ®-“ a k;" , . 
officer and he would be discharged; in spite _oi the blem.an 
orchis political reliability record, the student is aj.,o«-u 
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to choose and p.t, ..:,e ■ iv l i ' m occupation without oeiiy', 
molested by the tret -..r.tty .•••..•gani sr.stion , if, on 

hand, the canrtjrwit.? v>«c d . smlnsoo because .he committee*, a more 
serious offense agai nst the Beourlty regulations of the stain , 
such as severely criticising the Ideology of the Communist 
Party or Its present policy, or if he had concealed some 
pertinent offence which he had committed prior to his entry 
into SDD, he has u harder Jot. He would be dishonorably 
discharged, his cadre file- would be forwarded to his birth- 
place and the local, brunch of the Communist Party would decide 
his fate . )i« la subjected to trial and usually deprived of 
the right to choose his civilian occupation. He must there- 
after accept any type of work assigned to him by the labor 
department; this may !>:; :r* a stone quarry, foundry, or coal 
mine, where he la given the most unpleasant, difficult, and 
dangerous tasks at hand in addition, this perpetrator of 
"ideological a viation" required to serve sufficient time 
in the army to complete the prescribed two-year tour of 
duty. Such castr. occurred rarely because the candidates for 
SDD were thorough; .y ■••cr — r.ed and checked prior to admission 
to the schools 
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